MEDSTEAD LAWN TENNIS CLUB
1987-2003

In October 1987 a public meeting which I chaired was held to assess the interest in the formation of a tennis club in the village. Considerable interest was shown and the meeting decided that a further meeting should be held in November. I was chairman of the Fete Committee at the time and there was over £2,000 in the kitty held over because the main projects for the 1996 and 1997 fetes had not progressed for various reasons. The November meeting agreed to set up a steering committee of eight to look at possible sites, sources of funding and possible ways forward. This committee to report to a further public meeting. The committee met in December and Iooked at the possibility of forming a club and, i1 order to get financial support, this was agreed. Because there was nothing but hope to offer the subscriptions were set at £2.50 for adults and £1.00 for juniors, this included a small amount to cover the LTA affiliation fee which then was £9.50 per club!! The report of the meeting was published in the Medstead Times with a plea for support and help from anyone who had a private court to make it available on an occasional basis. The first meeting of the club was held on the 2nd of February 1988 when the officers were elected and a constitution, based on the LTA's recommendations, was adopted. A further public meeting, attendance 48, was held on February the 9th to report progress. At this time the membership stood at 91, including 32 juniors. The steering committee reported that three possibilities for a site had been looked at. The Village Green and the school were rejected because of many restrictions. The purchase or leasing of land was the preferred option and the club had been fortunate in that Mrs. Mary Cray and Mr. John Cray of Roedowns farm had made a very generous offer of land adjacent to the school on a 28 year lease at a nominal rental. The steering committee recommended this option. The meeting agreed that £2,000 be made available to the club provided adequate other funding was secured. It was intended that two courts be provided, the cost (courts only) in the region of £16,700. A member and his wife there and then promised a donation of £500. Fund raising and grant applications then started in earnest and planning permission for two courts, a practice wall, clubhouse and car park was obtained in July 1988, in spite of opposition from the then head teacher at the primary school fearing, as quoted in the Alton Herald "----danger to the children"!!

During this time tennis was played by members on an occasional basis on two courts in the village kindly loaned, in response to our plea, by AVM Lees and Mr. Brooks (Hattingley). This did a lot to maintain interest.

Tenders for the construction of the courts were obtained and Four Winds Construction Company offered the work.

The first AGM was held on the 27th of October. Subscriptions were increased to £5 for seniors and £2 for juniors. By January 1989 the membership had grown to 126 with 28 juniors (and still no facilities!). It was at this time that luck played a part. The building of Sports facilities had been exempt from VAT but in April 1989 this was due to change and The Southern Region of the Sports Council granted us ''---permission without prejudice to proceed.'' At this time we had promises for financial support from EHDC, HPFA, TVS Trust, HCC, Medstead Sports Club, The Parish Council, individuals and fund raising was in full swing. Also an interest free loan from the LTA. With some apprehension the committee decided to go ahead and work started at the end of February and so did the rain, after a prolonged dry spell!

The courts were finished in mid May (but not painted) and on the 28th a grand opening day was held. Mrs. Cray struck the first ball on what were now The Sam Cray Memorial Courts, in memory of her husband and in appreciation of all that the Cray family had done for the village. A second hand caravan had been purchased as a temporary clubhouse.

In July 1989 a HCC temporary classroom attached to the old school in Wield Road became available and was purchased for £500. It was taken down, each section numbered and stored behind the practice wall. Planning permission to erect this on a permanent base was obtained. By the AGM the base had been laid almost all by voluntary labour. Work on erecting the building started on December the 27th the walls and roof section were in place when the January 25th hurricane struck, one roof section was removed to Roedowns Road but all else survived. In the Spring the roof was clad with corrugated stoved enamel steel with polystyrene fitted lining. The caravan was sold for the same same price that had been paid for it! In May 1991 water was laid on, due to the cost this was piped from the farm supply in the field opposite South Down Farm (nearly 500m). Negotiations with the school to tap into their supply having failed in spite of support from the new head teacher and the County. This work was carried out entirely by members. A septic tank and one loo were installed. Electricity was laid on with the necessary 3 phase supply to be able to floodlight the courts in due course. Costs were about halved by having a "sub station" by the road and doing our own installation from there on. The subscriptions for 1990/1991 ranged from £34 for seniors to £16.50 for juniors. With membership soaring (184 in 1995) the facilities became inadequate and a third court was laid down. In view of the urgency this was substantially financed by a gift from one of the members. Also the original courts were repainted. The club continued to grow and in 1997 the original two courts were floodlight, after a battle with the planning authorities which necessitated going to appeal. The tar macadam car park was laid down and further work carried out on the clubhouse, including an expenditure of £6,000 on double glazing the extensive window area, installing a disabled toilet and a secure store room. Grants from The Foundation for Sport and the Arts and the Sports Council helping towards this, this was followed by resurfacing the original courts in the autumn of 1999 and respraying in the spring of 2000, both financed by the club. At this time, with membership approaching 300, planning permission for a fourth court and for floodlighting courts three and four, was obtained. It was then that the disastrous fire of October 2000 struck putting that on hold. The Club then becoming involved in a new era of plans and fund raising resulting in work commencing on the new much grander clubhouse in April 2003. During the fifteen and a half years since this all started the club has only had two chairman, myself until November 1994 and Wylda Holland since then.
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