Medstead Lawn Tennis Club
Saturday 10th September 2005: Finals Day, the culmination of the Club’s Annual Tournament.   There are 23 matches to be played, all finals of different events from under-10 Girls’ Singles to Veterans’ Mixed Doubles, but there are threats of inclement weather.   7.45 a.m: the first noble helpers arrive to begin preparations, including setting-out brand new umpire’s chairs and spectators’ benches, the former bequeathed by Gillian Langridge.   Play is due to begin at 8.30 a.m. but the first match, under-10 Boys’ Singles, starts early at the players’ request, which is just as well, because, although only a one set match, it lasts for 80 minutes.  Play is set to continue on the three courts all day long, weather permitting, under the guidance of Tournament Referee John Marlow and his team of umpires.   Players and spectators come and go, the latter moving from court to court as their interest takes them.   The car park is packed tight, overflowing into the neighbourly Bowls Club.   The Clubhouse is buzzing with players and their supporters checking when and on which court their match is going to be played.   A cornucopia of food has been provided by generous donors and is consumed in snatches.   Tea and coffee flow freely thanks to the Bowls Club’s tea urn.   Debris is kept under control, with Club Chairman Tony Cox being seen on his knees using a dustpan and brush, but perhaps not so effectively as when wielding a tennis racket earlier to win the over-60 Men’s Doubles.   His wife Hazel seems to be ever-present at the washing-up.   Mid-afternoon: heavy rain and heavy going for the St. Leger at Doncaster, and a downpour has caused a suspension of play in the Oval Test Match, but at Medstead a high quality Men’s Singles Final is in progress, probably the best ever seen at the Club.  Twilight: the light is fading fast and the under-14 Boys’ Doubles Final is transferred in mid-match from the darkening no.3 court to the floodlit no.1 court, alongside the nearly completed under-18 Girls’ Singles Final being played on no.2 court.   The boys’ match reaches one set all with the deciding set still to be played, but the spectators are understandably becoming a little tired.   The Clubhouse doors are closed so that David Langridge can present the trophies and medals to winners and runners-up without disturbing the match.   John Marlow completes the presentations by rewarding particular helpers.   Finally the boys’ match is over.   The weather has held and all 23 Finals have been completed in 12 hours of continuous tennis.   As triumphs go, it may not quite compare with England winning the Ashes two days later, but it feels pretty good to those present at the time.











P.W.

Results of the Club’s Annual Tournament:
	                 EVENT           
	       WINNERS
	  RUNNERS-UP

	Men’s Singles
	James Blatchford
	Paul Raymont

	Ladies’ Singles
	Maureen Smith
	Charlotte Mackrell

	Men’s Doubles
	Steve Bicknell & Paul Raymont
	Jonathan & Stuart Slater 

	Ladies’ Doubles
	Margaret Claughton &

Winkie Harrison
	Diane Blatchford &

Carolyn Burchell

	Mixed Doubles
	Alessandra Bowyer &

John Marlow
	Winkie Harrison &

Paul Raymont

	Partners’ Mixed Doubles
	Anthony  & Natalie Scott  
	David  & Sarah Bowyer

	Veterans’ Mixed Doubles
	Tony Causton & Wendy Young
	Margaret Claughton & John Young

	Men’s Super-Vets’ Doubles
	Tony Cox & John Young
	Ray Fox & Rex Murphy

	Under-18 Boys’ Singles
	Adam Blatchford
	Richard Marlow

	Under-18 Girls’ Singles
	Katie Wooding
	Charlotte Mackrell

	Under-18 Boys’ Doubles
	Adam Blatchford & Richard Marlow
	Thomas Chapman & Charles Kattau

	Under-18 Girls’ Doubles
	Anne Fletcher & Katie Wooding
	Ellen Chapman & Rebecca Levett

	Under-14 Boys’ Singles
	Richard Marlow
	Nick Sharp

	Under-14 Girls’ Singles
	Anne Fletcher
	Charlotte Pomerance

	Under-14 Boys’ Doubles
	Charles Kattau & Lewis Wooding
	Ben Carey & Nick Sharp

	Under-12 Boys’ Singles
	Adam Gillard
	Dominic Brench

	Under-12 Girls’ Singles
	Jemima Carey
	Charlotte Pomerance

	Under-12 Boys’ Doubles
	Dominic Brench & Adam Gillard
	Michael & Timothy Burchell

	Under-10 Boys’ Singles
	Joel Andrews
	Jack Farr

	Under-10 Girls’ Singles
	Jessica Warry
	Jemima Carey

	Under-10 Boys’ Doubles
	Oliver Brench & Michael Burchell
	Corey Sharp & Adam Stoller

	Ladies’ Morning Cup
	Carolyn Burchell & Felicity Bass
	Jane Hodgson & Kate Quick

	Men’s Singles Plate
	Anthony Scott
	Philip Blatchford

	Ladies’ Singles Plate
	Katie Wooding
	Kate Quick


