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MEDSTEAD LAWN TENNIS CLUB

NEWSLETTER  -  MARCH 2006

Another summer season is almost upon us, which usually brings warmer weather, so prise that racket out of its press, iron the old flannels and pay a visit to our clubhouse and grounds.

All the regular club activities are still in progress.  See the “Information for Members” sheet that accompanies your new membership card.

Clubhouse

It doesn’t seem possible that the clubhouse has been open for well over two years now, you can view details of its history and rebuild by visiting the club’s website at www.medsteadtennis.co.uk.
East Hants Summer League (2005)
Final results:



 P
W
D
L
Pts
Pos
Mens A  (Div 2)

10
 8
1
1
34.5
1st/6

Mens B  (Div 3)

 8
 5
2
1
20.5
3rd/9

Ladies
A  (Div 3)

10
 7
1
2
28
2nd/5

Ladies
B  (Div 4)

10
 4
3
3
23.5
3rd/6


Mixed A  (Div 1)

10
 9
0
1
31
1st/6


Mixed B  (Div 3)

 8
 4
0
4
17
3rd/5

Congratulations to our Mixed A team in winning division 1 ahead of tough competition, and to our Mens A team in gaining promotion to the top division by winning div 2, after just missing out last year.

The 2006 summer league starts in April; any member who would like to be considered for selection, should enter his/her name on the availability lists in the clubhouse.

The Medstead teams entered are  MENS A & B,  LADIES A & B,  MIXED A & B, VETERANS.
Policy on Team Selection – Use of Availability Lists is posted in the clubhouse.

Finals Day, Sat 10th September 2005

Saturday 10th September: Finals Day, the culmination of the Club’s Annual Tournament.   There are 23 matches to be played, all finals of different events from under-10 Girls’ Singles to Veterans’ Mixed Doubles, but there are threats of inclement weather.   7.45 a.m: the first noble helpers arrive to begin preparations, including setting-out brand new umpire’s chairs and spectators’ benches, the former bequeathed by Gillian Langridge.   Play is due to begin at 8.30 a.m. but the first match, under-10 Boys’ Singles, starts early at the players’ request, which is just as well, because, although only a one set match, it lasts for 80 minutes.  Play is set to continue on the three courts all day long, weather permitting, under the guidance of Tournament Referee John Marlow and his team of umpires.   Players and spectators come and go, the latter moving from court to court as their interest takes them.   The car park is packed tight, overflowing into the neighbourly Bowls Club.   The Clubhouse is buzzing with players and their supporters checking when and on which court their match is going to be played.   A cornucopia of food has been provided by generous donors and is consumed in snatches.   Tea and coffee flow freely thanks to the Bowls Club’s tea urn.   Debris is kept under control, with Club Chairman Tony Cox being seen on his knees using a dustpan and brush, but perhaps not so effectively as when wielding a tennis racket earlier to win the over-60 Men’s Doubles.   His wife Hazel seems to be ever-present at the washing-up.   Mid-afternoon: heavy rain and heavy going for the St. Leger at Doncaster, and a downpour has caused a suspension of play in the Oval Test Match, but at Medstead a high quality Men’s Singles Final is in progress, probably the best ever seen at the Club.  Twilight: the light is fading fast and the under-14 Boys’ Doubles Final is transferred in mid-match from the darkening no.3 court to the floodlit no.1 court, alongside the nearly completed under-18 Girls’ Singles Final being played on no.2 court.   The boys’ match reaches one set all with the deciding set still to be played, but the spectators are understandably becoming a little tired.   The Clubhouse doors are closed so that David Langridge can present the trophies and medals to winners and runners-up without disturbing the match.   John Marlow completes the presentations by rewarding particular helpers.   Finally the boys’ match is over.   The weather has held and all 23 Finals have been completed in 12 hours of continuous tennis.   As triumphs go, it may not quite compare with England winning the Ashes two days later, but it feels pretty good to those present at the time.











P.A.S.W.

Results of the Club’s Annual Tournament:
	                 EVENT           
	       WINNERS
	  RUNNERS-UP

	Men’s Singles
	James Blatchford
	Paul Raymont

	Ladies’ Singles
	Maureen Smith
	Charlotte Mackrell

	Men’s Doubles
	Steve Bicknell & Paul Raymont
	Jonathan & Stuart Slater 

	Ladies’ Doubles
	Margaret Claughton &

Winkie Harrison
	Diane Blatchford &

Carolyn Burchell

	Mixed Doubles
	Alessandra Bowyer &

John Marlow
	Winkie Harrison &

Paul Raymont

	Partners’ Mixed Doubles
	Anthony  & Natalie Scott  
	David  & Sarah Bowyer

	Veterans’ Mixed Doubles
	Tony Causton & Wendy Young
	Margaret Claughton & John Young

	Men’s Super-Vets’ Doubles
	Tony Cox & John Young
	Ray Fox & Rex Murphy

	Under-18 Boys’ Singles
	Adam Blatchford
	Richard Marlow

	Under-18 Girls’ Singles
	Katie Wooding
	Charlotte Mackrell

	Under-18 Boys’ Doubles
	Adam Blatchford & Richard Marlow
	Thomas Chapman & Charles Kattau

	Under-18 Girls’ Doubles
	Anne Fletcher & Katie Wooding
	Ellen Chapman & Rebecca Levett

	Under-14 Boys’ Singles
	Richard Marlow
	Nick Sharp

	Under-14 Girls’ Singles
	Anne Fletcher
	Charlotte Pomerance

	Under-14 Boys’ Doubles
	Charles Kattau & Lewis Wooding
	Ben Carey & Nick Sharp

	Under-12 Boys’ Singles
	Adam Gillard
	Dominic Brench

	Under-12 Girls’ Singles
	Jemima Carey
	Charlotte Pomerance

	Under-12 Boys’ Doubles
	Dominic Brench & Adam Gillard
	Michael & Timothy Burchell

	Under-10 Boys’ Singles
	Joel Andrews
	Jack Farr

	Under-10 Girls’ Singles
	Jessica Warry
	Jemima Carey

	Under-10 Boys’ Doubles
	Oliver Brench & Michael Burchell
	Corey Sharp & Adam Stoller

	Ladies’ Morning Cup
	Carolyn Burchell & Felicity Bass
	Jane Hodgson & Kate Quick

	Men’s Singles Plate
	Anthony Scott
	Philip Blatchford

	Ladies’ Singles Plate
	Katie Wooding
	Kate Quick


AGM 2005
Last November’s AGM was well attended, over 30 club members enjoyed the refreshments provided, and the meeting was ably presided over by the incoming chairman Tony Cox.

Much of the time was spent on discussions over restructuring of the membership subscriptions, and after several different viewpoints were aired, a decision was taken to increase all subscriptions by 5%, but defer any changes to the structure until April 2007.
Monday night floodlit league
Final standings of oldyear tournament showing matches played, games won:

1. A & E                      P5 G145;
2. Roe Down Hinde’s      P5 G143.5;
3. Bowyer’s Bangers    P5 G143;

4. Katfish                     P5 G138;

5. Marlows Minis            P5 G132.5;
6. Cox’s Conquerors    P5 G126.5;

6. M & Ms                   P5 G126.5;
8. The Globe Trotters      P5 G125;
Congratulations to Alastair & Liz on winning this event at the first time of asking.

Club Tennis
Please try to attend the club sessions on Thursday evenings (6.30-10pm) and Sunday mornings (10am-1pm). These sessions have proved to be very popular and offer an enjoyable game of tennis.

Veterans’ team

We will be re-entering a Veterans' team in the East Hants Summer League, which is for mixed teams of 4 aged over-55 with matches being played during working hours and comprising 2 sets Men's and Ladies' Doubles and 2 sets Mixed Doubles.   It may be a struggle to field a competitive team against the stronger Clubs, but other matches should be less challenging, and we will try to find a playing opportunity for as many as possible of those that put their names forward.   An Availability Sheet will be posted on the noticeboard as soon as details of the fixtures are to hand.
Men’s Wednesday Mornings

Please contact Godfrey Rydon on 01420-564227 if you would like to take part in men’s doubles on Wednesday mornings.  All are welcome to attend.

East Hants Winter League (2005-6)
Matches are due to be completed before the end of March, results are posted on the notice board.

The final tables will be published soon – look on the notice board for details.

Medstead teams taking part are Mens A&B, Ladies A&B, Mixed A&B.

Clubhouse Security
To open the combination locks to the clubhouse see your membership card for the entry code, 

and note that there will be a new code from 1st May 2006.

Please remember to lock the courts when finished, and most importantly, ensure the clubhouse front door has closed properly when you leave.

Cleaning
Thanks to all who have helped with cleaning. Please check for your allocated week on the current rota. Volunteers for the next rota will be very welcome (contact Hazel on 01420-563234).

Lost property
Lost property will be on display in a box in the clubhouse. Please check if anything belongs to you. Any remaining articles after 3rd April 2006 will be disposed of or given to charity.

Juniors/Intermediates
Junior members don’t forget to take your ideas and views to Katie Wooding – the committee’s under-18 representative.

Maintenance Matters
You won’t have missed the fact that your Committee is taking seriously the caring of our superb tennis facility.  In order to put the maintenance of the Club on a professional basis, the committee has decided to create the post of Maintenance Co-ordinator, within the Committee, to marry up the jobs that need to be done with the Club’s resources primarily within the membership and where necessary sub-contracted from outside.

 I am happy to undertake this task, as I am sure that there are many members who would be pleased to see the Club ensure the continued high standard of facilitation to allow us all to enjoy our tennis to the full.  To this end, I have posted a Defects List in the Clubhouse to display the on-going items and projects, as well as giving space for members to suggest other items that they feel should be included.   Along with this is a Volunteer List, for those wishing to participate in the actual work and improvements to the Clubhouse, the courts and the surrounding areas.  I hope that your Committee receives plenty of feed-back to ensure that we all have the greatest enjoyable time playing tennis.

Patric C.V. Hinde

WIMBLEDON TICKETS


The Club has applied to the LTA for its usual allocation of tickets for this year’s Wimbledon (26 June – 9 July).   We expect to receive a minimum of 12 pairs of tickets, mostly for Centre Court and Court No.1, a few for Court No.2.   Prices vary from £46 to £166 per pair.


The Committee has reviewed the conduct of the draw for these tickets and has consulted the LTA, who advised that our ticket allocation is based on the number of Members paying the LTA Affiliation Fee at the Adult Rate.   The Committee has therefore used this criterion as the basis for determining Members’ eligibility to enter the draw.   Thus all Members whose subscription includes payment of the LTA Affiliation Fee at the Adult Rate (£7.35) are eligible to enter the draw, including Intermediates over the age of 18 on 1 January 2006.   

 The full Regulations for the draw have been posted on the Noticeboard in the Clubhouse together with a Registration List for those wishing to enter the draw.   The key points if you wish to enter the draw are: to append your name to the Registration List; to pay your subscription when due; and to attend, or be represented at, the draw, which is scheduled to be held at 4.30 p.m. on Sunday 21st May in the Clubhouse.

Club Tournament
The entry forms for this summer’s club tournament will be sent out in April, and the closing date for entries is Friday 26th May.

The draw will take place in the clubhouse on Saturday 27th May at 12 noon.
Website
Your website www.medsteadtennis.co.uk continues to be up and running.  Please keep a watch on Social Events for update of events at the club. See Newsletters for the latest and back copies. Matches give a complete program of matches played by our teams. See details of the clubhouse rebuild.

Also the Links page has some very interesting website links. Remember this is the club’s website, and your input is vital to keep it up to date and vibrant.

Please e-mail your thoughts to david.langridge@btconnect.com.

Should you wish to receive your future newsletters by e-mail, please e-mail chris.trotter@hotmail.co.uk. This will assist the Club by reducing the paper and postage costs currently incurred.

EVENTS COMING UP…………...

Wimbledon Bash

You are invited to a fund raising dinner in the clubhouse on the evening of Saturday 20thMay.

Fun, games and friendly competition in a social setting with fantastic food. Auction of gifts and

loads more. Numbers will be limited because of available space so be sure to check the notice- board and get your names down when the list goes up.

Please contact Carolyn Burchell for more details.

American Tournament + Wimbledon Ticket Draw

First tournament in season starts at 2pm on Sunday 21st May, all are welcome ……. and please bring food contributions.

Farm Tour/Devonshire Cream Tea

Saturday 1 July 2006 at 2.30pm, or Sunday if raining on Saturday. 

Sarah and David Bowyer have invited Club Members and their families/friends to a farm tour on Rotherfield Park Estate in East Tisted, followed by a Devonshire Cream Tea in the garden of their home at Plain Farmhouse.

You will be transported by tractor and trailer around the Estate. This is a rare opportunity to have a behind the scenes look at a typical Hampshire Estate and have some of your farming questions answered.

The cost of the tour will be £5.00 per adult and £2.50 per child. (Children must be accompanied by a parent.) Profits, if any, will go to Club funds.

Tickets can be obtained from Sarah or David, Tony or Hazel Cox or any Committee Member. As numbers are limited, tickets should be purchased early. If you have any queries please contact David or Sarah on 01420 588221.

Medstead Fete

Saturday 8thJuly…...tennis club will be involved in activities on the green…...help welcomed.
Bowls Evening


On a Saturday mid to late July…...please see notice board for further details.
Finals Day


Saturday 9th September 2006, alternative date Sunday 10th.

Membership Subscriptions

Please return your subs promptly!

PAGE  
1

