[image: image2.png]@b
?‘L §ﬂ%



[image: image1.png]


MEDSTEAD LAWN TENNIS CLUB

NEWSLETTER  -  DECEMBER 2003

A  MERRY  CHRISTMAS  TO  ALL  FELLOW  TENNIS  PLAYERS!!

An eventful year in the life of our club was dominated by the building of the new clubhouse, completed in September and officially opened in October. All the regular club activities are still in progress.  See the “Information for Members” sheet that accompanied your membership card, and please attend when you can, as the club needs your support.

Clubhouse

The official opening of the new clubhouse took place on Saturday 26th October, attended by over 100 dignitaries and club members.

Wylda Holland introduced E.H.D.C. chairman Bob Ayre who unveiled a plaque on which is inscribed  The Tony Chivers Clubhouse. Tony Chivers was also awarded the club’s first ever Honorary Life Membership for his selfless support which began when the first two courts were originally laid, later helping to assemble the wooden clubhouse, and subsequently chairing the current clubhouse rebuild committee. Tony himself then delivered an amusing speech, giving us a potted history of the club, finally pointing out that the only problem encountered with the builder Mike Buckland was a difficulty in communications due to their respective heights!
Among the visitors were some original club members, one of whom was Mary Cray who hit the first ball when the courts were first opened in 1988.

You can view more details by visiting the club’s website at www.medsteadtennis.co.uk.

Finals Day, Sat 13th September 2003

Result of match played after finals day

Final of Partners Mixed:
Stuart & Marion Slater beat John & Wendy Young in 3 sets.

Final of the Mens Singles Plate has yet to be played – watch this space.

WellBeing Mens Doubles Charity Tournament 2003.

This event is held in aid of the WellBeing charity, organised by Susan Ferguson, assisted by John Marlow, and sponsored by I.T. company Panacea.

Group matches are played throughout the summer, and the semi-finals and final were held at Medstead Tennis Club on 4th October 2003.


Semi-finals of Division A.

Dave Quinn & Bob Still (Basingstoke)
beat
Mike Wooding & Tom Saunders


Bill Lewis & David Langridge

beat
Stuart & Jonathan Slater

Final of Division A.

Bill & David



beat
Dave & Bob
(11-9 in the 3rd set)


Final of Division B.

Godfrey Rydon & Simon Cooper
beat
David Bowyer & Chris Trotter

AGM

Disclosed at November’s AGM – John Marlow’s highlight of the year was during the morning of 26th October on the way to the official club opening when a large hulk loomed out of the mist and passed in the other direction – the last known sighting of the portacabin!

East Hants Winter League (2003-4)
Results in to date:
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Mens A  (Div 1)

  6
 0
4
2

Mens B  (Div 2)

  3
 2
0
1

Ladies
A  (Div 2)

  5
 3
1
1

Ladies
B  (Div 2)

  6
 1
0
5


Mixed   (Div 1)


  3
 0
1
2

The 2003-4 winter league is now well under way; any members who would like to be considered for selection, should enter his/her name on the availability list in the clubhouse.

Policy on Team Selection – Use of Availability Lists

Please enter your name and contact details on the Availability List if you want to be considered for selection for that team, then tick the relevant date columns alongside your name to indicate the league matches in which you will be available to play. 

Monday night floodlit league
This winter tournament is now well under way, anybody who wishes to take part either in the 6.30 or 8.15 sessions can do so by adding your name to the list in the clubhouse. 2nd phase starts in January.

Final results for 1st phase, showing number of matches played & games won:

1. Maureen’s Megastars  P6, G194(;
2. Gerry’s Pacemakers   P6, G185;
3. Bowyer’s Bangers  P6, G166;


4. Hazel’s Marigolds  P6, G162(;
5. The Rydon Mowers  P6, G162;
6. Wombles   P6, G151(; 

7. Clubhouse Cleaners  P6, G148; 
8. The Globe Trotters  P6, G123(;


70’s disco




Numbers slightly down from last year thanks to Guy Fawkes & half-term, but you wouldn’t think it if you were there. Local DJ Patrick Kelly entertained us with great music from the 60’s, 70’s, & 80’s, the fancy dress theme was to wear a hat depicting the title of a song, duly won by Geoff Corbett resplendent in what appeared to be the lower half of a female body burrowing into his head – “I can’t get you out of my mind” (Yvonne Elliman,1977). One of many notable entries was John Marlow wearing a tray of drinks to the tune of the Beach Boys “I get around”!!

Thanks also to all helpers who prepared the cuisine, attended the bar, and donated prizes.

The disco and raffle raised £690 shared between the Luke Frost Brain Tumour Research Fund and MLTC.
New York Marathon

Well done Andy Stubley who completed the New York Marathon on Sunday 2nd November, raising £2000 for the Luke Frost Brain Tumour Research Fund. This was Andy’s second marathon, so the next one should prove a bit easier!

Club Tennis
Please try to attend the club sessions on Thursday evenings (7-10pm) and Sunday mornings (10am-1pm).

A rota sheet has been put up on the notice board for members to volunteer their services on a Thursday to switch on the lights,  unlock courts, provide balls, assist with working the peg-board, etc.

Men’s Wednesday Mornings

Please contact Godfrey Rydon on 01420-564227 if you would like to take part in men’s doubles on a Wednesday morning.  All who can make time on a Wednesday morning, whether retired, semi-retired, shift worker, self-employed with flexible working hours, are welcome to attend.
Court Keys
To open the combination locks to the clubhouse and courts, see your membership card for the entry code.

You will need to increase the last digit shown on your card by 2, to gain entry to the clubhouse.

Please remember to lock the courts when finished, and most importantly, ensure the clubhouse front door has closed properly when you leave.

Cleaning
Thanks to all who have helped with cleaning. Please check for your allocated week on the current rota. Volunteers for the next rota will be very welcome.  (cleaning the new clubhouse is much more fun - Ed.)

Website
Your website www.medsteadtennis.co.uk is up and running. Please keep a watch on Social Events for update of events at the club. See Newsletters for the latest and back copies. Matches give a complete program of matches played by our teams. Also the Links page has some very interesting website links.

Remember this is the club’s website, and your input is vital to keep it up to date and vibrant.

Please e-mail your thoughts to david.langridge@btconnect.com.

Should you wish to receive your future newsletter by e-mail, please e-mail chris.trotter@which.net. 

This will assist the Club by rationalising the paper and postage costs currently incurred.

EVENTS COMING UP…………...

Concert
April 2004 – Ray Fox in concert on the electric organ, playing a variety of melodies from classical to pop …… see notice-board for further details.



